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When you look in the mirror do you see someone who                             

needs a makeover?  I bet most of us feel that way from time to time.  You 

might see a body that is overweight or out of shape.   

Or maybe life has been beating you up recently.  Do you just feel 

stuck…exhausted, uncertain, or unfulfilled?          

Some of us struggle with addictions, depression, worry or 

disappointments, and are desperate for relief and a fresh start.            

            

WHO ARE YOU? 

In the next few minutes discover something truly life changing…. 

You are God’s Treasure. 

If you have never heard this before, then I am so glad you are here.  No matter 

how whole or broken or stuck you may feel…. God treasures you.   You are 

precious and priceless to Him, and He is ready to make you shine with a refined 

brilliance uniquely yours.   

Because He treasures you so much it is His great joy to teach you how to live 

completely free and secure.  You can throw away negative thinking, overcome 

past failure and get a fresh start even today.  A complete makeover is possible. 

Change is good, but transformation is better. 

I want to encourage you right now with something simple, yet powerful.  It is the 

key to realizing all of your God-given potential.  It is the truth that will bring 

balance to your life, give you strength, purpose and truly set you free. 

 

Are you ready? 
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You are a person of great value. You are deeply loved… 

JUST AS YOU ARE! 

Nothing you feel, dream, do or say goes unnoticed.  You are never alone! 

Though that may seem creepy or a bit scary, there is also a great comfort in it.  

Someone much bigger than yourself is always there for you.   

Why should you care?   What do you get out of believing this?  God created you 

and loves you even as a most loving father loves, protects and defends his child. 

God could never love you any more than He does right at this moment, even with 

your doubts.   And, since His love never changes, nothing can ever separate you 

from His love.   

Nothing! 

That’s hard to believe, right? 

Well, let me tell you:  Seeing yourself as God sees you changes everything. 

You are a priceless treasure to God.   You may not believe it….not yet…. but, His 

eyes are on you and His heart is for you  at all times.  All times. 

“Prove it,” you may say.  “Life is still hard and even innocent people suffer.”   You 

are absolutely right!  It ain’t a perfect world.  We all need help.  We need hope. 

Let’s talk about hope for a minute.  We can hope for better days.  We can hope 

elected officials keep their promises.  We can hope our marriage works out or our 

employer doesn’t downsize us out of a job.   But, really, all of this is just wishful 

thinking, even if our best efforts have been exhausted.    

Let’s talk about the hope that leads to a new, satisfying and transformed life.  To 

place our hope in our loving God is very different; it is not just wishful thinking.  

Hope is defined as “a confident expectation of good.”  We can have a sure and 

certain hope because our confidence is in God, not in ourselves or in others.  We 

can have confidence in God’s solutions and guidance for us, His precious treasure. 
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So, what proof can I offer?   Let me briefly share some historical and personal 

experience.  You may already be aware that in just about every culture and faith 

tradition there has been evidence of two different camps:    believers and non-

believers. 

There are those who honor God and express loving respect for the Lord, and 

there are those who deny God or ignore Him either out of pride, disinterest or 

ignorance. 

What does Biblical history show us exactly?  Searching the accounts in scriptures 

we find that God is a benevolent, wise, just, powerful, and loving God who has a 

purpose for each of us.   Really? 

 

Really?  Is that what you have heard?    

Many people visualize God as some “other force, impersonal, aloof, far-off and 

indifferent” to His creation.  Some see God as an angry judge.   They imagine a 

kind of mythological Zeus figure, with a lightning bolt in hand, messing around 

with mankind at will in the manner of a celestial chess match with other gods. 

Nothing could be further from the truth.  Jewish historians, and those men who 

actually recorded historic events in the Bible, give a very different account.  

God has created everything in time and space, and has created us to live in 

relationship with Him.                                         

     He’s very personal.   

 

God is a most loving Father who desires to bless us, and work out His plan to 

prosper those who invite Him into every area of their lives.  “Be careful to follow 

what I teach you so that you may live and multiply and go in and possess the land 

I have promised to your forefathers.”  (Book of Deuteronomy Chapter 8 Verse 1) 
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He is the Giver of Life, and knows the number of our days.  He is the Source of 

love, peace and supply for our every need.  He is for us.  “Look at the birds of the 

air.  They do not sow or reap or store away in barns and yet your heavenly Father 

feeds them.  You are much more valuable than they.”  (Book of Matthew Chapter 

6 Verse 26) 

You might say, “Ha! Then why do I feel so alone?  Why do I have so many 

struggles?   I don’t feel blessed or loved.  I barely get by.” 

 

I understand.   When I felt that it was all up to me, myself, and I to create success 

in my relationships, finances, health and happiness, the upward climb and 

pressure were unbearable!  I often felt discouraged and defeated….until I chose 

to enjoy partnership with the God who knew me before I was even born.   I had to 

come to the end of myself, the end of my rope, before I finally chose to go to the 

Source and invite Him into my circumstances.  Even into my messes!     

What a transformation!    “God is our refuge and our strength, a very present help 

in times of trouble.” (Psalm 46 Verse 1)   Yes, there will still be times of trouble.   

In the Bible, God has revealed Himself to mankind.  We can read historical 

accounts of how God rescued His people.  When they placed their hope and 

confidence in the LORD, He helped them to defeat their enemies and gave them 

supernatural strength, victory, wisdom, healing, and supply.   When they followed 

His lead, and believed His promises, they received what they needed. 

Since God is Eternal, and never changes, He still freely offers all those same 

blessings to us today.  That is good news! 

“The Lord is the everlasting God; He gives strength to the weary and increases the 

power of the weak.”  (Book of Isaiah Chapter 40 Verses 28 & 29) 

Our battles may be different, but we still need the kind of supernatural help only 

God can provide.  He offers us an ongoing relationship which transforms our 

thinking.  Confidence in His goodness, power and supply produces a new life of 

joy and purpose.   He does have a plan, and we get excited to see it happen! 
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I was raised to be fiercely independent.  Work hard, pay your dues, and reap the 

rewards.  But, I found that relying on my own strength was exhausting, and my 

own wisdom was definitely flawed.    And the wisdom of the world offered no 

guarantees, and is still always subject to change. 

There was a time when well-intentioned people put me into a trap with the 

notion that I must live up to an impossible list of demands and expectations in 

order to gain favor with God.     

That’s not love!  That’s not freedom!  The truth is that an endless “to do” list of 

right and wrong only produces failure.  But, here is the good news: 

Jesus Christ has given us a better way to live:  Love God with all your heart, soul 

and strength, and love others as yourself.   This is still hard to accomplish, but, 

Jesus modeled this lifestyle for us.  The more we know of Jesus Christ, the more 

we are transformed by God’s love for us.  As we understand what a treasure we 

are to Him, we want to be more connected to Him than ever before. 

God has demonstrated His love in this; that while we are weak, He is strong; while 

we can’t, He can; while we lack, He has all the resources of Heaven and Earth to 

shower upon us. 

When we accept God’s immeasurable love for us, and become amazed by Who 

He is our thinking and our actions change.  Worry, fear and bitterness are 

replaced by confidence that God is with us and God is FOR US…in hard times, in 

good times, always there to help us. 

What we can observe in the historical records of the Bible is a God who is 

completely involved with His people.   We see that He is perfect, eternal, 

incorruptible and faithful, even when His people are not.  That gives me hope! 

He knows the future before it arrives.  He sees our needs before we do.   He is 

unchanging, constant, and perfect in wisdom, justice and mercy.   

This kind of power wrapped up in unfathomable love is truly compelling and 

transforming.   If you are the least bit curious, then please read on. 
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In the camp that honors God there are choice gifts and blessings. The greatest gift 

is a fresh start each and every morning full of forgiveness for past mistakes and 

failures, an endless, boundless, unconditional love that says, “I am here.  Call on 

Me, and I will answer you.  Trust Me, and I will direct your path.”   

If you have never heard that, listen and be transformed! 

It is a marvelous thing to trust the God who loves you to open doors of blessing in 

your life.   Because God loves you and me, we can choose to turn all our 

“trying into trusting”. 

It is an incredible honor to experience His hand at work on your behalf.  I share 

detailed personal accounts on my blog listed at the end of this book. 

 

When we experience a failure or make mistakes, God says, “There is now, 

therefore, no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus.”   (Book of 

Romans Chapter 8 Verse 1)    Amazing!   His love for us does not change no matter 

what we have said or done.  Rather we acknowledge our failure, express sorrow 

over it and are renewed in strength to draw closer to Jesus and step out fresh 

once again.  Our transformation comes from the inside out. 

Does the person you see in the mirror need a major overhaul? Do you need a little 

forgiveness and a "do over"?   God has made that available to anyone who asks.   

It is a free gift which creates in you a life of unspeakable joy.  But you must choose 

it, receive it, and open it up to enjoy it.  

Choose to start a new life!   The next step is yours. 

Here is the free gift which makes it all possible:   

Get to know God’s One and Only Most Beloved Son, Jesus Christ.   

“When you seek Me, you shall find Me, when you seek Me with all your heart.”  

(Book of Jeremiah Chapter 29 Verse 13) 
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Did you hear that?   The one thing we must do is choose to enter a relationship 

with Jesus.   "Look!   I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open 

the door, I will come in, and we will share a meal together as friends.” (Book of 

Revelation Chapter 3 Verse 20)   Jesus offers friendship with the Almighty! 

God does not force Himself on us.  We need only invite Him in and transformation 

can begin in our hearts, in our relationships, in our work place, in everything.    

 

How does this happen?  Why does this happen?  Great questions! 

  

Jesus entered time and space about 2000 years ago and gave Himself up as the 

ransom payment in exchange for our freedom from the wrath of God.    

Wrath?   Doesn’t that mean punishment?  Yes, God is perfect love and perfect 

justice, and His holiness demands perfection…..without it we have no access to 

Him. 

“Well, that leaves me out!  I am not perfect.  I get lazy, I lose my temper, and I 

worry about everything.   I fall short all the time!”   Right? 

 

But, God in His all loving wisdom provided a remedy for me and for you. 

Jesus, God the Son,  freely accepted the sentence of death in payment for our 

debt of sin, selfishness, laziness, greed, envy and every other thought or deed 

which separates us from the holiness of God Almighty.   

He died on a gruesome Roman cross, was buried, and was resurrected back to 

life, proving that He has power over all things, even death!   He took the sin and 

failure of us all onto Himself and crushed and buried it.   Done! Forever! Finished! 

Now, He reigns forever in glory in heaven and has prepared a place for each of us.   
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This is the Gospel.   The Good News…God has loved us so much that He has 

provided the way to deep, unrestricted relationship with Himself for today and all 

eternity through His Son, Jesus Christ.    This relationship is full of power, love and 

supply for all our needs.    

Without Jesus, we are all out there on our own…with NO HOPE of earning God’s 

favor and forgiveness.  You may not want to accept this, but there it is. 

Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  No one comes to the Father 

but through Me.”   (Gospel of John Chapter 14 Verse 6) 

You are God’s treasure indeed!   No one else could hold you in such high esteem! 

“But, I am basically a good person.  Why isn’t that enough?” 

In approximately 31 AD, Jesus Christ, God the Son, intercepted history to bring 

the love of God to the world.  Man had been separated from God since Adam 

chose to reject God’s provision.  His choice broke the relationship between 

Creator and creation.   But the ever loving God provided another way to restore 

this relationship through Jesus. 

Jesus came to teach the lessons of loving God and loving others from a pure and 

sincere heart.  He worked miracles of forgiveness and healing. 

But, He came to do much more than be a great teacher and healer.  Some say He 

was the greatest teacher who ever lived.  Yes, but He came to do what no one 

else could ever do… 

He voluntarily took the punishment mankind deserves when He shed His own 

perfect, sinless, blood on that Roman cross at Calvary.   He became the last and 

ultimate sacrifice for sin, ending the rituals of the Jewish law, and opening the 

gates of Heaven to anyone who wants this gift of forgiveness and relationship 

with God. 

According to God’s Word, the Bible, there is no forgiveness without the shedding 

of blood.  Somebody or something must pay the price.  Don’t we all experience 

times when we demand justice? 
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We know we are far from perfection.   

But, here is the wonderful love of God:  God is NOT MAD AT YOU!  HE LOVES YOU.  

He has the best plan for you. 

The Innocent One paid for the guilty ones.  Jesus substituted His own Divine 

Perfection for our flawed human weakness.  This sacrifice has cleansed us and 

made us presentable to God forever.   Forever! 

One payment for all sin and lawlessness for eternity!  That’s amazing love.  That’s 

amazing grace because we don’t deserve it.  We could never earn such favor and 

blessing.  It is a gift lovingly and sacrificially provided by God the Father in the 

person of His Own Precious Son, Jesus Christ.  

 And we who accept the gift receive a new position before God, forever marked 

“forgiven”, “accepted”, “debt paid in full”.    We are declared “not guilty” and 

welcomed into the Kingdom of God.    

The Bible tells us that “anyone who accepts Christ as Lord and Savior is a new 

creation; the old has passed away and the new has come.” (Book of 2 Corinthians 

Chapter 5)    Talk about a “do-over”!   We are talking new life. It is as if we were 

“born again.”    Jesus Christ is in the business of making all things new, including 

your heart, mind, attitude, self-esteem, and relationships.  When you choose a 

relationship with Jesus, He gives you God’s keys to life-changing success.    
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Before He returned to Heaven, Jesus said, “I will give you another Counselor to 

help you; He is the Holy Spirit who will lead you into all truth.” (Gospel of John, 

Chapter 14)   

That definitely sounds like the ingredients for a makeover and a fresh start!  

 

What Jesus offers is more than positive reinforcement or positive thinking. He 

offers complete transformation, a renewed mind, and new status as a Citizen of 

God's Kingdom with full access to all the power, authority and provision of the 

King.   

So here is the truth for your consideration. God says you are loved, accepted, 

adopted, forgiven, redeemed, chosen and blessed. (Book of Ephesians Chapter 1)  

God cannot lie.  He doesn’t make mistakes.   So, when you look in the mirror, I 

hope you will begin to see a precious child of God and embrace all He wants to 

offer you in this relationship. Believe what God says about you!  He is never 

wrong!    Live as God's treasure and become a new creation through Jesus Christ. 

That is what He desires for all people.  

Do you desire it for yourself?     

No matter what road you’ve been walking, no matter what guilt, fears, hurts, 

regrets, or feelings of being stuck, no matter if this is all new to you, think on this:   

If God already gave His Most Precious Beloved Son Jesus as the ransom for your 

forgiveness, healing, provision and freedom, what keeps you from accepting this 

free gift?  

You can’t buy this gift.  You can’t earn it.  You can come as you are.  

Aren’t you curious about all God has in store for you?  Wouldn’t it be awesome to 

experience how He wants to guide you and bless you as you follow His lead? It 

truly is an adventure wrapped in love and security.  It is worth discovering! 
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“I have loved you with an everlasting love. I have drawn you with unfailing 

kindness.”   (Book of Jeremiah Chapter 31 Verse 3)   

All it takes is our acknowledgment that we are indeed weak, imperfect beings 

who have made some bad choices, sometimes confused choices, even deliberate 

choices in opposition to the goodness of God.   

 Cry out with a sincere heart: 

“Lord, I need Your forgiveness and Your guidance for my future. I don’t want to go 

it alone. I am sorry for the ways I have sinned against You.  I accept Your gift of 

forgiveness.  I want to walk in a new direction and discover all the possibilities 

You have prepared for my life. 

 Thank you for dying on the cross in my place and taking the punishment I 

deserve.  I know I don’t understand it all, but I know I need a Savior.   With Your 

help, Lord Jesus, I am going to trust You.  Please come into my life and make me 

new through the power of Your Holy Spirit.   Amen. “ 

       ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

My friend, may I be first to say to you, “Welcome into the Kingdom of God!”  Your 

decision to trust Jesus has begun a new life in you.  Your faith is about to grow 

into the trust, security and transformation you seek.  God keeps His promises. 

I encourage you to tell someone about your decision.  Tell me!  

serra@Born2Praise2.com  so I can be praying for you. 

Tell us at http://facebook.com/born2praise2     Find a church that teaches the 

Bible and become part of a loving Christian community because “we are one body 

in Christ.” (Book of 1 Corinthians Chapter 12) 

Get to know Jesus by reading more about Him.  Grab a Bible or go online and start 

with the Gospel of John.   Please share this eBook with someone who needs hope. 

God, your Heavenly Father, will always make a way for you and give you strength 

and wisdom.  You see, it’s not about what you or I do, it is about what God has 

already done for us through Jesus Christ, Messiah, Savior, Lord of All. 

mailto:serra@Born2Praise2.com
http://facebook.com/born2praise2
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